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Life calls upon us to prove our greatness and character in the present
situation itself — right here, where we are now. The very circumstances
presently available are the precise stage set for us to begin our greatest
work and to transform our hopes into bright deeds and brilliant results.
With faith in Him, who alone is the sole accomplisher everywhere,
the yagna adhyaksha, let us dare move into the fields of service.
Ignoring pains and sorrows, criticisms and denunciations, obstacles and
difficulties, we can succeed.
Lastly, let us be humble and grateful for the opportunities available
to us to serve the society and the world. Let us become immersed in
our inspiring purpose and let us cling to it ardently with all our mind.
Thereafter we can easily funnel all our abilities for its fulfillment. Let
us bend in love with all the might of our mind and character to the
imperative duties of the moment. Let us accomplish our plan through
work well done with honest sweat and panting toil. There is joy inherent
in them if our minds are inspired by the purpose we hold as sacred. Such
men and women alone are true members of the promised land of love
and good will.
Each day we must grow in our ability to perform what is to be
accomplished with a sacred spirit of gladness and joy. The bright beginnings
made each day can become the dawn of the day of achievement. Today
belongs to us. Remember, yesterday was, tomorrow will be, but today is
with us. Every day is bursting with opportunities for us to do and serve,
to act, to express, to love and to live. We must make use of these lush
chances and diligently make our life rich, fruitful and useful for others
at all times. When we have such a team of even a few courageous and
honest servants of God, the nation is made, the world is saved.

~Chinmaya
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As we near the end of 2006, with
the grace of Pujya Gurudev and
the blessings of Pujya Guruji we
continue to see immense growth in
our Mission activities. Bala Vihar
enrolment has been very strong
once again this year, with overall
student population exceeding
1360. Our members are turning
out in increasing numbers at all
our yajnas, camps, pujas and other
events.

expect to raise from the sale of our
existing properties and mortgage
financing we can afford with our
ongoing stream of income, we now
have the wherewithal to proceed
with the purchase of a building
in the 20,000 to 30,000 sq ft range,
at a total cost of approximately
$4.0 million. We have already
begun conversations with banks
on mortgage financing and have
complied with most of their
requirements, including furnishing
financial statements with an
accountant’s review report.

Against this backdrop, the new
building team has been working
diligently on the new building
endeavor to find a new home for
the Mission. As you will recall,
we had an overwhelmingly
successful fundraiser on July 23rd,
2006. We started that evening with
approximately $800K on hand and
a goal of getting to $1.1 million.
By the end of the day, we had
contributions and pledges that
brought our total funds committed
or raised to over $1.2 million. Since
the fundraiser, the pace of activity
has continued, and we have made
significant progress both on the
fundraising as well as other fronts.

We have engaged an architect
firm, Archevon, to advise us on the
project. Archevon is a very reputed
firm in the Bay Area. They have
advised many schools and notfor-profit organizations. Their past
and current engagements include
projects for the India Community
Center building in Milpitas, the
Sunnyvale Hindu temple, the Jain
Temple in Milpitas, Challenger
schools, Stratford schools and the
Harker Academy. Their in-depth
knowledge of the requirements
for Indian religious and cultural
organizations in general and for
schools in particular will be very
valuable to us.

Most pledges that were made
during the fundraiser have come in.
So have additional contributions,
as a result of which we today
have over $1.6 million on hand.
Combined with the funds we

We have also engaged Manoj
Kapoor of NAIBT Commercial
and Sushma Malhotra of Cresa


Fund-Raising Banquet — Receiving Swami Tejomayananda
Swami Shantananda and Acharya Gaurangbhai

Partners as our real estate agents
to help find a suitable property.
Manoj also advised the India
Community Center on their
building purchase in Milpitas.
Between the two of them, Manoj
and Sushma have many years of
commercial real estate experience,
and are also attuned to the needs
of an organization like ours.

– among others, the price needs
to be right, the condition of the
building needs to be suitable,
parking adequate, and a seller who
is willing to wait for the time it
would take us to get appropriate
approvals from local authorities
for our intended use. approvals
from local authorities for our
intended use.

With Manoj’s and Sushma’s help,
we have been actively searching
for an appropriate property. Over
the past couple of months, we have
seen over 10 buildings, mostly in
the Fremont-Milpitas-North San
Jose area. As you might imagine,
many pieces need to fall into place
for us to proceed with a property
– among As you might imagine,
many pieces need to fall into place
for us to proceed with a property

Most buildings we’ve seen to
date have met many but not all
of these criteria. Two of these
properties have been somewhat
promising, though.these criteria.
Two of these properties have been
somewhat promising, though.
Discussions with the sellers
of one of these fell through, but
discussions with those of the
second are ongoing.


We will continue to work with
the sellers of this second property
and also actively continue the
search for other properties over the
next several weeks and months.
We plan to provide you with

another update in the new year.
In the meantime, we look forward
to your continued support for
this endeavor as well as all other
Mission activities.

.EW "UILDING
&UND 2AISING "ANQUET
*ULY RD 
This was the first Public
Fund-raising Event of Chinmaya
Mission San Jose, since CMSJ was
established in 1988.
It was well planned and excecuted brilliantly. The Emcee for the event
was Janesh Moorjani, CMSJ Board of Director and member of the New
Building Team, who welcomed the chief guests, Swami Tejomayananda,
Swami Shantananda and Acharya Gaurangbhai and all the Bay
Area devotees who attended the function. Janesh conducted the
proceedings in a timely manner, and conducted the Fund-Raising with
professional skills. We more than accomplished our goals that we had set
for this event.

! ,EGACY FOR THE !GES
BY 3HANKAR .ARAYANAN  .EW "UILDING 4EAM -EMBER

At the outset, we would like to thank you for participating in the first
ever CMSJ Benefit Dinner. We are assembled here today for a great cause
- that of building an enduring legacy for our children and grandchildren
who will be raised tens of thousands of miles away from their spiritual,
cultural and ancestral homes in India. A legacy they can lean on for
cultural grounding and spiritual advancement for decades to come.
Chinmaya Mission San Jose was founded in 88 primarily to provide
a forum, known as Chinmaya Bala Vihar, through which to impart
spiritual and cultural values to (but not exclusively) children of Indian
descent growing up in the San Francisco Bay Area.


Since then, CMSJ’s activities and outreach have grown by leaps and
bounds every year. Our discourses, yagnas and camps continue to draw
ever-increasing participation with each passing year. Our pujas and
festivals draw full houses. Last but not least, in the academic year that just
ended, Chinmaya Bala Vihar admitted a record 416 new children, taking
the total enrollment to an astonishing 1322 children in all.

4HE .EED FOR A .EW &ACILITY
While our community continues to grow at a scorching pace, our
infrastructure and wherewithal to finance it have not kept pace.
Our discourses and pujas are frequently overcrowded. Our camps
routinely sell out early. Finding extra space for our Bala Vihar programs
– all of which are currently conducted at rented facilities - to grow into is
a perennial challenge.
And what is perhaps more disconcerting, if current demographic
trends are anything to go by, there will likely be no let up in this torrid
pace of growth in the foreseeable future.
The answer to this perplexing problem – acquiring a new facility of our
own to serve the community’s needs better - is simple yet daunting. That
it is simple is fairly self-evident. That it is daunting may not be, at least
at first glance. Acquiring a new facility that supports the needs of such a
large and rapidly growing community is a monumental challenge in and
of itself. Throw in the difficulty of finding it in a jurisdiction that has some
of the most expensive real estate anywhere, and you quickly realize what
a daunting and unwieldy problem you have on your hands.

(ELP US 3ERVE THE #OMMUNITY "ETTER
Which is where your support comes in. As a 100% member-supported
organization, we can turn nowhere else for help except to you. Swami
Vivekananda unequivocally declared that he who gives spiritual
knowledge is the greatest benefactor of mankind (note the Master’s use of
the superlative here; it is, like every other word ever spoken by him, not
incidental). Help us in this great undertaking of ours, of giving spiritual
knowledge to not just us adults who live far away from our motherland
but also to our children and grandchildren, to help mould their impressionable minds to take on the challenges of life with dignity, poise and
quiet self-confidence.
Swami Chinmayananda eloquently said, "there can be no love,
without giving. Give generously", to help us serve you better. and for
Love’s own sake.



4HE 'URU 0RINCIPLE
4PDJBMXPSLFSTUFMMVTUIBUJUJTCFUUFSUPIFMQBQFSTPOUPIFMQ
IJNTFMG BOE CFDPNF TFMGSFMJBOU  UIBO KVTU HJWF DIBSJUZ  NBLJOH
IJNEFQFOEBOUPOVT*OUIFGJFMEPGFEVDBUJPO UIFCFTUUFBDIFST
UFBDI UIF TUVEFOU UP MFBSO UIF QSPDFTT PG MFBSOJOH 4JNJMBSMZ  JO
TQJSJUVBM MJGF  UIF (VSV BXBLFOT UIF (VSV UBUUWB PS UIF (VSV
QSJODJQMFJOPVSIFBSU
*U JT UIF HSBDF PG (PE *TIWBSB LSVQB  UIBU CSJOHT UIF (VSV
JOUPPVSMJWFT5IFHSBDFPGUIF(VSV (VSV,SVQB PQFOTVQUIF
FTTFODFPGUIFTDSJQUVSFT TIBTUSBLSVQB BOENBLFTVTTFFUIF5SVUI
XJUIJOVT BUNBLSVQB 0ODFUIFMBNQJTMJUXJUIJOVT XFTFFUIF
(VSVQSJODJQMFFWFSZXIFSF"MMPVSFYQFSJFODFTBOEBMMUIFUIJOHT
BOECFJOHTBSPVOEVTDBSSZNFTTBHFTGPSVTBOEUFBDIVTJOWBMVBCMF
MFTTPOT MJLFUIFUXFOUZGPVS(VSVTEFTDSJCFECZ4SJ%BUUBUSFZB 
UIF"WBEIPPUB JO4SJNBE#IBHBWBUBN&WFOPVSFOFNZCFDPNFT
PVS UFBDIFS  HJWJOH VT QSFDJPVT MFTTPOT JO QBUJFODF  UPMFSBODF 
BDDFQUBODF BOE MPWF UIBU USBOTDFOET MJLFT BOE EJTMJLFT 8IFO B
MPWFEPOFUVSOTBHBJOTUVT XFMFBSOEFUBDINFOUUIBUOPUFYUCPPL
DBOBEFRVBUFMZUFBDI&WFSZHPPEUIJOHUIBUIBQQFOTCFDPNFTB
SFNJOEFSPGUIFCPVOUZPGUIF$SFBUPS
8IFOXFSFBEUIF&TTFODFPG#IBHBWBUBN XFBDLOPXMFEHFXJUI
HSBUJUVEF UIFVOEFSTUBOEJOHBOEDPNQBTTJPOPG7ZBTB#IBHBWBO 
XIPLOFXUIBUNBOZPGVTXPVMEGJOEUIF6QBOJTIBETBOEUIF
#SBINB4VUSBTCFZPOEUIFSFBDIPGPVSJOUFMMFDUBOEQSPWJEFVT
XJUIFBTZBOEQMFBTBOUBMUFSOBUJWFJO4SJNBE#IBHBWBUBN8F
BMTPUIBOL1VKZB(VSVKJ XIPHJWFTVTUIFEJTUJMMFEFTTFODFPGUIBU
NBNNPUIXPSLJOTJNQMFMBOHVBHF8FCPXUP#IBHBWBO"EJ
4IBOLBSBDIBSZB BOE UIF NBOZ $PNNFOUBUPST BOE "DIBSBZBT 
XIP IBWF NBEF JU QPTTJCMF GPS VT UP UIVT HBJO LOPXMFEHF
PG UIF %JWJOF 5SVUI 8F QBZ IPNBHF UP 1VKZB (VSVEFW 
4XBNJ $IJONBZBOBOEB  XIP PQFOFE UIF HBUFT UP UIJT USFBTVFS
IPVTFPG,OPXMFEHF

^3RI 'URUBHYO .AMAH
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Dear Friends,
A very hearty welcome to you
all and I thank you all very much
for attending this special program.
Janesh has just given you the entire
program, as well as the purpose
for which you have assembled
here. When spiritual organizations
are also in need of money, there are
some people who have a feeling
that such organizations should
never ask for money. Everything
should be free. They say that we
should sell our literature also for
free. Why do we ask for money?
In this context, I remember a joke.
A priest was giving his sermon
and he said that knowledge
is like water and God gives us
that water free. In the same way
knowledge should be given free.
When the sermon was over, he
was ready with the collection
plate. So somebody asked, “You
just now said that knowledge is
like water and it should be given
free, now why this plate? Why
this money collection?” He said,
“Yes the water is free, but money
is required for laying the pipeline!
A lot of effort has been taken to get
that water to you in your house.”
So do not think that knowledge
is charged. Let me tell you if we
put a price to the knowledge, even
Kubera will not be able to pay the
price. Kubera is a god of all wealth,
and this knowledge is priceless. So
when people tell me such a thing,

I am really amused. They say that
we should give our books also free
of cost. So I say, yes, you should
sponsor and we will print and give
it for free. We do not get anything
free just because we are a spiritual
organization. We have to buy the
paper and pay the printer too.
Nothing happens without money.
So entertaining this kind of feeling
is illogical.
The fact that you are here today
shows that you are aware of the
Chinmaya Mission. Many of you
may directly be members, and
you are aware of the work that is
done here. You have reverence and
respect for all that work. Maybe
some of you have come as friends
or guests of someone and may
not be aware of much of what
we do, but the majority of you
know about us. So the value of this
work cannot be over-emphasized.
The very fact that the mission
has grown so much shows that
people have always supported it,
contributed to it, and participated
in every way. What I want to tell
you is something different. There
are different kinds of problems in
this world.
One problem is the total absence
of any ideal or any value in life.


Some people have that problem.
No ideal, no value, nothing.
Valueless. About such people there
is a saying that if you do not stand
for something, you will fall for
everything. If you do not have
any value to stand by then you
will just compromise and keep on
falling. This is one problem, not
having any ideal. The second kind
of problem is where people have
ideals and values they respect, but
they are not able to live up to that
ideal. And if they are not able to live
up to those ideals, they feel bad.
They feel sad. And when they do
something wrong, they feel guilty
because they are not able to live
up to their ideal. But such people
are not hopeless, since they feel
that they can improve. But there is
another kind of problem also and
that is a very peculiar problem.
People may have ideals and values
but go on doubting them. Not to
have values is one thing, not be able
to live up to them is another thing,
but doubting them is the worst
thing. They doubt whether this is
really a value. Nowadays you can
hear such things like, “Do not talk
of honesty and morality and all that;
it has no meaning in today’s life.”
Do you not hear such things?
Honesty is the best policy was in
the earlier days, not now. They
doubt its need, its relevance, and its
validity. And when there is doubt,
there is no question of support.

more. But your contributions and
generosity should continue. And
whenever there is need I am sure
you will step in and help us. To
make this dream come true very
soon. Thank you very much.
Values have lost their relevance
and people feel that they are
meaningless. Do you really believe
that? And if you believe that then I
have to say that you need to think
a little more. Do you know why?
Because all these great values and
virtues are very important. I may
earn my money by any means, but
I want my accountant to be very
honest. And when I appoint my
security guard also, I want him
to be very honest. Remember that
even the underworld activities go
on because there is unity among
them. Their business may be
dishonest but in that business
there is honesty. And there is a
reason, because if someone goes
against that he goes away from
this world. So this may be out
of fear. But unless that unity is
there, that honesty is there for that
work also, they cannot grow. If any
body succeeds it because of hard
work only. It is because of unity,
honesty and discipline only. We
may live in any way but we want
our supporters, our followers, our
relations to be honest. Then how
can you say that these values have
no meaning now? It is not true.
Therefore do not doubt. And in
spirituality also there are many
people that start doubting the need
of this? Or they lose faith because
of different reasons. Sometimes
you find, even in spiritual and

I thank you all for contributing
generously. They have calculated
4.4 million, but by the time the
construction is done and finished,
the gas prices going up, it will be


religious organizations, there are
ego clashes or some fight takes
place or you see something wrong
taking place. And because of that
one person, you start losing faith
in knowledge or in spirituality or
in that value itself. That is not
the right thing to do. Because
whatever negative aspect you
observed is the weakness of some
person. And if you lose faith in the
entire system or entire tradition
then that is a dangerous thing. To
make your mind so conditioned
and so prejudiced is not correct.

Sometimes I see a very strange
thing; some people are associated
with local chapters and if they do
not like a person, they walk out.
After all, it is only people who run
every organization. And nobody
is perfect. Everybody is growing.
Sometimes we see religious people
making mistakes and we walk out.
Sometimes your coworker may do
something and you walk out. And
then if you lose your faith, then
that is not right thing again. And
if one says that I am not going
to support this cause, then it is
good, because everybody has got
a democratic right to support or
not to support. If I do not support
it, the organization may not come
to an end nor will the work end.
But I will miss the privilege of
supporting a great cause just
because of my perceptions. Do not
ever doubt. I always get worried
about doubting our ideals. If some
one does not have ideals, I do
not feel as bad as I feel sad when
people start doubting the values.
That should not happen. Faith
is our great wealth. Everything
is sustained only by faith. If you
start losing faith then you lose
your greatest support. So we must
remember that we must have
values, try to live up to them, not
doubt for any reasons. It is our own
weakness or some one failing that
causes us to doubt. When we are
supporting any cause, we are only
lifting ourselves. Even without us
the whole world will go on. Any
organization will also go on, but
then I will miss a great opportunity,
a great privilege to help and to
serve. I do not have to tell you

I say you must have values.
Strive to live up to them. And even
if you fail sometimes, do not doubt
their relevance. And also do not
say that there is no need for them.
I remember that once a person had
met our Pujya Gurudev, Swami
Chinmayanandaji Maharaj, and he
said “Swamiji, these days there are
so many fake sanyasis and they
are hypocrites or frauds. They are
not genuine people and because of
that, I lose faith in sanyasa and I do
not want to take sanyasa.” Swamiji
replied, “If there are fake sanyasis,
you should take sanyasa. Because
somebody must show that what
real sanyasa is. Why don’t you
become a real sanyasi.” Similarly,
for politics also people say dirty
politics, dirty politicians, then why
don’t you go? If you are clean and
just go on saying then you also
become dirty. You go and show
what the real thing is. It is very
easy to just blame and criticize.
If you see something wrong then
you take the lead and you become
that person.


that I am not married; I do not
have a wife and children. Swamij
was also not married. He also did
not have a wife and children. So
when he was working then whom
was he working for? And when
I come here and make an appeal
for money, it is not for myself, it
is for you. So when you help, you
will be serving yourself and your
children, not any swamis.

you don’t want just sons and
daughters, you want a good son
or a good daughter; well groomed,
well brought up. You do not want
them to fall into wrong hands or
wrong habits or other things. How
are you going to do that job? As our
Pujya Gurudev used to say, “Do
not just invest on your children,
but invest in them.” So their inner
life is illumined, and they are able
to live their life totally, completely
and beautifully. This knowledge of
the Vedanta, Upanishads, Bhagwad
Geeta, it gives you great strength.
Remember in our life we have to
do two things, we are required to
do two things. One is deal with
our life as it comes and face our
life as it comes, life over which
we have no control. We do not
know what will happen at a given
moment. We just have to face it.
And the second is to create our
own future. We don’t go through
life just dealing with things. We
also have to create our own future.
And for both these things having
only the knowledge gained from
a university degree is not enough.
I may have different kinds of
degrees, a master’s degree and a
doctorate, but I cannot live my life
on the strength of those alone. One
boy had an MBA degree and was
showing off to everyone that he
had an MBA, an MBA! The world
said that I will teach you the other
23 alphabets! Do not get too excited
about these accomplishments. Even
great warrior like Arjuna also had
nervous breakdown. There will be
so many challenges to face in life
and these little accomplishments
are not going to help at that time. To

A Swami is not a beggar, and
that is why he is called a maharaj. A
beggar is one who begs for himself
but sometimes he thinks otherwise
too. I remember a very interesting
joke. There was a bachelor and he
used to see a beggar on his way to
work. He used to give ten rupees
to that beggar. After sometime that
bachelor got married and then he
gave five rupees to the beggar. After
sometime, he had a child and he
gave only one rupee to that beggar.
One day that beggar stopped him
and he said “Mister, earlier you
used to give me ten rupees, then
five rupees, and now why only
one rupee?” So the man said, “You
know, I was alone earlier, and than
I got married so I had to look after
my wife. Then I had a child, but
still I give you something” The
beggar said, “ This is very unfair.
You are maintaining your family
on my income”. So even though
the beggar was begging for
himself, he still thought he was
maintaining that other person’s
family! But sanyasis are not
beggars. Whatever that cause is, it
is the cause for everyone.
And it is the children who are
going to learn here. Remember


face these challenges a very special
knowledge is required and that
knowledge is given by Vedanta.
So remember that the Chinmaya
Mission is engaged in providing
this knowledge, which gives you
strength.

giving their time, cooperating, and
supporting the activities of the
missionand I thank them whole
heartedly.
And I have also worked and
lived here in Sandeepany, San Jose
for four years and now I see the
phenomenal growth here. I saw
those little children who used to
come to Balvihar, who are now in
universities and understand the
value of this spiritual foundation
that they received over all those
years. I feel extremely gratified
and satisfied that the purpose for
which we are working has been
achieved. All the mission objectives
are before you and I only appeal to
you not to miss this great privilege
in supporting a great cause. I thank
you all for contributing generously.
They have calculated the cost for
the new building at 4.4 million,
but by the time the construction is
done and finished, with gas prices
going up, it will be more. But
your contributions and generosity
should continue. And whenever
there is a need I am sure you
will step in and help us to make
this dream come true very soon.
I invoke God’s grace and Pujya
Gurudev’s blessings on one and
all for all success and happiness.
I do not have to give a very long
speech. Thank you very much.

The Mission is engaged in
providing the values and culture
to your children that is actually
their real strength. That will make
them persons of character. And
character. And those people who
are in a foreign land away from
India, you must also know your
roots. Children must know their
country, their religion and their
culture also. To give children and
youth those roots and wings- that
is a great job that the mission does.
And of course social service. We
cannot live in happiness if some
else is suffering. It is not possible.
One great soul said that if you
want to be happy, make some one
else happy. That is the secret to
happiness. If we go on exploiting
and become just richer and richer,
we are not going to be happy.
We have to serve. At all levels,
the Mission is providing those
opportunities for learning and
service. So many of our sevaks and
sevikas are working day and night,
our teachers are proving invaluable
service, so many parents are also


Those who leave the feeling "I" and "Mine" that are responsible for bondage, men of mental equipoise who treat both praise and sensure alike,
and who consider the doer of action as somebody who is other
than themselves and dedicate the results of the actions
to Him — they are very blessed and fortunate.
Swami Chinmayananda
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All living beings except for the
members of the plant kingdom
care for their offspring. Most of us
do not have time to observe nature.
But if you pause, especially during
spring, or early summer and if you
put some grains in your bird feeder
and if you just stand still or sit still,
you will find a mother bird coming
there, picking up a few seeds of
grain, going down and feeding the
baby bird. When she goes down,
the baby bird’s beak is already
open and she slowly and carefully
feeds two or three grains. Again
she flies to the bird feeder, picks up
few more grains and comes down
again. This is instinctive; nobody
has to teach a bird, an animal or a
human being to care for his or her
young. To take care of our children,
their physical need is natural to all
living beings. Regarding emotional
needs, I do not know about birds
because it is difficult to observe,
but we do know that animals
do take care of the emotional
needs of their off spring. And we
human beings most certainly do,
because children do not live just

by physical nourishment. They
have to be hugged, kissed, talked
to, loved, and that is what gives
them psychological security. But
we humans transcend even that
level of caring. Animals stop at the
emotional level, but we care for our
children at the intellectual level too.
With animals, the parent’s responsibility usually ends as soon as the
youngster has grown and starts
hunting on its own. But we humans,
especially Asians and even more
so Indians support our children,
and take care of their intellectual
development practically till they
are 22, 23 or 24! Our children study
well, they go to universities, and
we end up supporting them. And
this is very natural and instinctive
in any Indian parent. They will not
hesitate in sacrificing anything for
their children, so that they can be
well educated. I know this because
we all believe in one mantra,
whether we vocalize it or not. We
Indians who came here and even
before we came here, even before we
joined Chinmaya Mission, and that
is Dollarayah Namah, isn’t it?! That
runs through our veins. I came here
in the mid sixties, and I came here
for education and dollars, definitely
not to join Chinmaya Mission or
to join the Vedanta Study course.
And friends, our generation, those
Acharyaji supports our New Building
efforts and shares his vision with Bay
Area devotees and seekers.



of us who came here in the mid
sixties, early seventies and eighties,
we have been extremely successful.
Even Wall Street has acknowledged
that we Indians are very successful.
And needless to say, unlike many,
our savings rate is also fantastic,
isn’t it? And remember, if you say
no, and Bhagwan says Tathastu (so
be it!). So either remain silent or
agree, but do not say no! I am just
like you. I was working full time
until two years ago, and the great
thing is that our second generation
is doing equally well. Our children
are also equally successful. We are
intelligent, so not only we make
sure that our children live by
dollarayah namah but we make
sure that as we advance in age, we
have enough money so that we are
taken care of in our old age. This is
intelligent and it is good. There is
nothing wrong with it. Not only
that, we are fortunate, because we
are misers, let’s be honest. We are
fortunate because we are trained
not to waste money. So we make
plans, we consult lawyers, we not
only make wills, but we make
qualified trusts, so that the money
is passed on to our children when
we have passed on, without paying
Uncle Sam any estate tax! That
is intelligence! There is nothing
wrong with it.
Who wants Lakshmi to be
squandered, it rather stays with my
family than given out to somebody
else. But Friends, with all the money
that we have saved in 401(K) and
IRA, and its entire equivalent, there
is one more need and that is the
spiritual need. Think about it. All

the money that you and I have
saved during our working life,
would any one of us, as intelligent
as we are, keep that money in safe
deposit box, unless it is illegal? But
we have all worked hard, we invest
the money, so that it would at least
keep up with inflation. We do not
keep it in a box, because money
would lose its value. We invest it
so that the money keeps growing,
so that it can be passed on to our
children. But do not forget, just
as I would want my individual
wealth to go to my children, you
and I collectively, also have another
great wealth, that is our spiritual
wealth. This inheritance that you
and I have got from all our rishis,
in our case from our Gurudev
Swami Chinamayanadaji, and all
other acharyas who are serving,
this wealth also has to be invested.
Many of us also have a great library
at home, very nicely arranged, Gita
by this swami, that swami, etc. But
when we take it out, the papers
are stuck, because we never open
them. So these books in our library
or at UC Berkeley do not do any
good because it is like putting
money in a safe deposit box; it
continuously depreciates, This
vidhya which is in the books, has
to be employed, has to be invested,
And you here in the bay area are
extremely fortunate. I have known
Umaji since 1975 and she has been
working tirelessly. The very fact
that you have over 1100 Balavihar
children is no accident. She and her
entire team of Balavihar teachers,
under the management of none
other than our acharya Prabodhji,



what a fantastic combination.
Prabodhji teaching the adults, and
this team teaching the children.
They are investing our scriptural
knowledge. They are making sure
that Saraswati is invested and
maintained. But for Saraswati to be
invested and maintained, Lakshmi
has to come. It is a fact.
Days are long gone when a
teacher sat under a tree and few
disciples learnt at his feet. We
cannot do that. And one person
who knows that better than
any one of you is I. We have air
conditioning in Houston. For the
last two days I am suffering in this
heat and with changing weather
children cannot study under a tree!
We need a first class facility. And
I am telling you from experience,
we have very beautiful facility in
Houston, with 40,000 square feet
and 16 classrooms. The reason I am
saying this is because many of our
former Balvihar children who used
to attend when we had an old small
building, now come and say, “Uncle
I wish we had this new building
when I was there!” They see these
beautiful churches, synagogues
and their friends tell them, “This is
my church, and this is where I go.”
They can also proudly say this is my
Chinmaya Mission. This is where I
go, because it is a modern facility
that has the latest things that are
available today. They look up to it.
And friends, who better to make it
happen than you and I? Let’s face
it. Money should be invested, first
and foremost for your children. But
here is a spiritual growth for your
children. Invest Lakshmi so that

Saraswati can be maintained. Not
in the library but coming through
Br.Prabodhji, Umaben and her
team, so that every child can say
I am a proud Hindu. I believe
from what has been said that we
have almost met our goal, but let
us say we have not met a little bit,
I have good news and very little
bad news. The good news is that
we have already reached our goal.
Yes. The bad news is the remaining
thirty or forty thousand dollars
that are still lacking and is in your
pocket. So fill out those slips. And
remember we are not going to take
the 401(K) and IRA with us. Just
in the past four or five weeks you
have seen your wealth drop more
than ten thousand dollars, right?
Be honest. And it will again go up;
it just bounces with the market.
So why not invest it where there
is no chance of going down. It
is up, up and up all the way. So
please do you share and I know
you will. I was honestly thinking,
our goal would be three or four
million dollars. 1.1 million is really
a very small amount. It is very
easily reachable. I am telling you
from my own experience. I am not
just exaggerating. We have about
a four million dollar property all
paid for. And now we are about to
build a temple, which is about 3.2
million dollars, a Shiva temple. It
can be done, because we Indians
have the money. The good news is
we have got the money. The bad
news is… Prabodhji, Umaben and
all Bay area members, I wish you
all the best and may Gurudev bless
you all! Thank you very much.
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I am speechless. With Pujya
Gurudev’s blessings and with the
divine presence of Pujya Guruji,
the evening today became a
thunderous success. On behalf
of Chinmaya Mission San Jose,
we thank all of you who have
participated, especially Pujya
Guruji who has come and graced
us on this occasion, and Acharya
Gaurangbhai. After listening to
him, I got this idea to invite him to
new Jersey also, for our fundraiser,
which will be on December 2nd, so
please, make your self available.
Mostly during all of the fundraisers
that we have had in New Jersey,
people used to leave half way
through, the reason I found out
later from one of the Guruji’s jokes.
Once a Swami was traveling and he
wanted to stay one evening at one
place, He went to a village. There
they did not have a spare room or
guest room or anything. But one
gentleman said that there was a
house available for him to stay
but that it was haunted. Generally
people who stay there do not come
out live. That Swamiji said that
it did not matter to him. So next
day morning the villagers waited
outside the haunted house to see
a dead body. But the Swami came
out of the house after having taken
a bath, wearing a nice vibhooti
mark on his forehead and sitting
there with a cup of coffee. The
villagers were surprised and asked
what happened to that ghost? The

Swamiji replied, “Oh that was very
simple. When the ghost came, I
asked for a donation and it went
away”. So I am really happy to
see that you did not go away but
stayed back, and enjoyed the
evening. It was so wonderfully
thrilling and there was not only
food for the stomach but also
food for thought and soul.
Gurudev used to say that Culture
is not taught; it is caught. For all
of us to catch this culture back
home in India, we used to have
an atmosphere. We picked up
the culture by osmosis. But here
we lack that particular osmosis
and this ashram is a place where
we have to create that atmosphere
for our children. You will all do
the needful.
Thank you very much. Hari Om!



5IF(VSV5BUUWB
BY 3WAMI 3IVANANDA

Dynamism is generated when we discover for ourselves
a goal and dedicate ourselves to it with reverence and love

*

Man can learn only from a man,
and hence God teaches through a
human body. To light a candle, you
need a burning candle. Even so, an
illumined soul alone can enlighten
another soul.
In your Guru, you have your
human ideal of perfection. He is
the pattern into which you wish to
mould yourself.

Guru is the gateway to
t h e t r a n s c e n d e n t a l Tr u t h Consciousness. But it is the
aspirant that has to enter through
it. The Guru is a help, but the
actual task of practical Sadhana
falls on the aspirant himself.
Man has a two-fold duty here
on earth — to preserve life, and to
realize his self. To preserve his life,
he has to learn to work for his daily
bread. To realize his Self he has to
serve, love, and meditate. The Guru
who teaches him the knowledge of
worldly arts is Siksha Guru, The
Guru who shows him the path
of realization is the Diksha Guru.
Siksha Gurus can be many —
as many as the things he wishes

to learn. Diksha Guru can only
be one — the one who leads
him to Moksha.
From a doctor, you can get a
prescription. From two doctors,
you get a consultation. From
three doctors, you get your
own cremation. Even so, if you
have many Gurus, you will be
bewildered. Listen to all, but
follow one. Respect all, but adore
one. Gather knowledge from all,
but adopt the teachings of one
Master. Then you will have rapid
spiritual progress.
Initiation does not mean reciting
a Mantra into another’s ears. If
Rama is influenced by the thoughts
of Krishna, the former has got
initiation already from the latter.
Realisation cannot come to
you as a miracle done by your
Guru. Sri Ramakrishna touched
Vivekananda. Vivekananda had
Super conscious Experience. He
struggled hard for seven years
more, even after the touch, for
attaining perfection. Nowadays,
people are not prepared to undergo



any Sadhana for purification
and self-realisation. They want
a pill to push them into Perfection.
If you have got such a delusion,
give it up immediately.
Lord Buddha, Lord Jesus, Rama
Teertha have all done Sadhana.
Lord Krishna asks Arjuna to
develop Vairagya and Abhyasa.
He did not say to him, “I will
give you Mukti now”. Therefore,
abandon the wrong notion that
your Guru will give Samadhi and
Mukti. Strive, purify, meditate
and realize.
Competent disciples are never
in want of a competent Guru.
Realised souls are not rare.
Ordinary ignorant person cannot
easily recognize them. Only a
few persons, who alone will be
benefited in their company. So long
as there is a world, there are Gurus
and Vedas to guide the struggling
souls in the path of Self-realisation.

Let each one take the path according
to his capacity, temperament and
understanding. His Sadguru will
meet him along that path.
If you find peace in the presence
of a Mahatma, if you are inspired by
his discourses, if he is able to clear
your doubts, if he is free from greed,
angerand lust, if he is self-less and
loving, with whom if you compare
your own life you feel ashamed of
your own weaknesses— you can
take him as your Guru. He who is
sympathetic in your own sadhana,
he who does not disturb your
beliefs but helps you on from where
are, he is whose very presence you
feel spiritually elevated, he whom
when you remember, you feel
cooled down even at moments of
burning passions — he is your
Guru. Implicitly follow Him. —
God will guide you through Him.



Hari Om!
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You would have all heard about Swami Vivekananda, the foremost
desciple of Saint Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. The great saint had
taught the Rama Mantra to his disciple. The Swamiji developed
such great love for Lord Rama that he used to spend days together
in meditation, silently chanting the Rama Mantra with immense
devotion. The following incident from his life shows how the Lord
rushed to the help of his devotee in times of distress.
One day Swamiji was travelling by train in Uttar Pradesh. A rich
trader was also travelling in the same compartment. The day was
very hot. Swamiji was feeling very thirsty. In those days you cannot
get water to drink at the stations unless you paid some money.
Swamiji did not have any money with him.
The trader had no sympathy for Swamiji; instead of offering him
a glass of water, he taunted the Swami saying that sanyasis are a
burden on the society as they did not do physical work like the
ordinary people. Swamiji did not get angry at this. He patiently bore
the insult. Both of them got down at the next stop. The heat was
now unbearable. Swamiji was very hungry, tired and thirsty. When
Swamiji sought the shelter of a thatched hut, some heartless persons
who were there drove him away mercilessly saying that he would
not be allowed inside as he had no money to pay them.
Swami Vivekananda was now extremely exhausted due to the
heat and hunger. Still he kept his patience. He had no other place
except to sit in the open space under the scorching sun. The trader
who was sitting in the shade and shamelessly gulping down large
quantities of food and water, did not leave the Swami alone even
now. He laughed at him mockingly and said, "you sanyasins preach
that people should not gather wealth and that money alone will
not bring happiness. Now, what has that stupid philosophy done
to you? You are unable to get even a cup ofwater without money"?


The Swami was not provoked
even now but what a wonder!
from where did he obtain such
strength of mind ?
A strange thing happened
then, Swamiji saw a man coming
to him.He had a basket in one
hand and a glass of water and a
folded banana leaf in the other.
Selecting a shelter in the station
he spread the banana leaf on the
floor and then served the food
from the basket on it.
He then approached the Swami
with great humility, and invited
him to come and take food with
him. Swamiji was taken aback by this unexpected hospitality from
a stranger.
He said to the stranger that he was perhaps mistaking him for
somebody known to him. The man however, said that the Swami
was the person whom he saw in his dream. When pressed further,
he told a strange story. This stranger said he owned a snack shop in
the city. when he was taking his afternoon nap, Lord Rama appeared
in his dream. Pointing out the Swami to him, the Lord stated that He
was pained to see his devotee go hungry.
He then asked the shop-keeper to prepare some food and
immediately take it to the Swami. At first the shop-keeper woke up
from his sleep and tried to dismiss it as just a dream. But when he
went back to continue his nap, the same dream appeared again in
his sleep. The shop-keeper woke up this time and followed Lord
Rama's instructions.
"That is why I have brought the food for you Swamiji" _ the man
said with great reverence. Imagine the effect of this strange tale on
the Swami. Tears ran down his face as he thought about the Lord's
immeasurable love and concern for His devotee.
The trader who was watching all this in great astonishment now
ran and fell at the feet of Swami Vivekananda begging his forgiveness
which the magnanimous Sanyasi readily granted.
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4HIS IS A MONTHLY MAGAZINE PUBLISHED BY #ENTRAL #HINMAYA -ISSION -UMBAI
FOR #HILDREN )T IS PACKED WITH STORIES PUZZLES ARTS AND CRAFT IDEAS CHILDRENS
CONTRIBUTIONS OF ESSAYS RIDDLES GAMES AND MUCH MORE 9OU CAN SUBSCRIBE
TO IT DIRECTLY 4HE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION IS  AND YOU WILL RECEIVE IT MONTHLY BY
AIR 7E SUGGEST THAT YOU SUBSCRIBE IN YOUR CHILDS NAME SO YOUR CHILD WILL HAVE
THE PLEASURE OF RECEIVING HIS OR HER OWN MAGAZINE FROM )NDIA -AKE YOUR
CHECKS PAYABLE TO h#ENTRAL #HINMAYA -ISSION 4RUSTv AND MAIL IT TO #ENTRAL
#HINMAYA -ISSION 4RUST 3ANDEEPANY 3ADHANALAYA 3AKI 6IHAR 2OAD
-UMBAI   )NDIA

,IKE A MOTHER NOURISHES HER CHILDREN WITH LOVE
3O DOES THE "ALA6IHAR MAGAZINE DO GOOD TO ALL CHILDREN
4HE -AGAZINE SHINES WITH FUN FILLED KNOWLEDGE SPREADING ,OVE
,EARNING ,AUGHTER )T ALSO CREATES A GLORIOUS AFFECTIONATE BONDAGE

3
+ )$9OUR
-OM COULD SEND FOR IT IN YOUR NAME
7OULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE
THIS MONTHLY MAGAZINE 

4HEN YOU CAN ENJOY THE STORIES AND PARTICIPATE
IN THE GAMES AND ARTS AND CRAFTS


0635)"/,4TO ALL OUR 3PONSOR FAMILIES
WHO HAVE CONTINUED TO SUPPORT US FOR MANY YEARS AND TO
ALL -EMBER FAMILIES WHO HAVE FOUND OUR PROGRAMS TO BENEFIT
THEIR CHILDREN THEREBY SUPPORTING US 7E HAVE ROOM FOR MORE
3PONSORS AND -EMBERS 0LEASE INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO JOIN
THE LARGER #HINMAYA &AMILY OF THE "AY !REA

30/.3/23()0 ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 
2ECEIVE -ANANAM #HIN 4EJ %XEMPT "6 2EG
#ONSESSION ON 9OUTH #AMPS
-%-"%23()0 ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 
2ECEIVE -ANANAM AND #HIN 4EJ
#HINMAYA 4EJ4EJ 0AGE DONORS 
2ECEIVE #HIN 4EJ ONLY
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!LL TIMINGS ARE FROM   PM
ST &RIDAY OF EACH MONTH
"ALJIT  0RAKASH "ETTADAPUR 3AN *OSE #! 
0H   
4EXT 5PADESA 3AARA
ND &RIDAY OF EACH MONTH
'EETHA  3ANJAY 2AO %VERGREEN
0H   
4EXT *NANA 3AARA
RD &RIDAY OF EACH MONTH
3WETA  *NANA $ASH !LMADEN 6ALLEY
0H   
4EXT "HAGAVAD 'ITA #H 
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To Him, flowers are a criminal waste;
Padapoojas are a painful nuisance,
namaskars a burning botheration and
crowds of devotees —
crying and begging,
praising and fondling,
a terrible agony!!
A true master craves for nothing,
needs nothing, except the seeker's
mental and intellectual purification
and spiritual glory!!

by Swami Chinmayananda
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4HOUGHT IS THE FATHER OF ALL ACTION 4HOUGHTS ARE THE SEEDS SOWN
AND ACTION THE HARVEST GATHERED ! THRILLING JOY OF MENTAL SERENITY
A STATE OF MINIMUM AGITATION A CAPACITY TO DIRECT THIS MENTAL
STRENGTH OF SUCH A DYNAMIC MIND TOWARDS ANY SINGLE POINTED
SELF APPLICATION ARE INDICATIVE OF FRUITS OF ACTION
^ 3WAMI #HINMAYANANDA

ÊÌ iÊ

>Þ>Ê>ÞÊ>Ã\Ê30/.3/23x

7E INVITE YOU TO JOIN OUR 3PONSORSHIP PROGRAM SO THAT YOU CAN HELP US TO PROMOTE
SUSTAIN AND CONTINUE TO TEACH ADULTS AND CHILDREN ALIKE THE (INDU $HARMA WHICH IS
OUR (ERITAGE #HINMAYA -ISSION BEGAN ITS SERVICE TO THE (INDU #OMMUNITY SOME 
YEARS AGO IN THE "AY !REA7E ARE FUNDED BY PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS 9OUR CONTRIBUTION AS A
3PONSOR GOES TOWARDS THE OPERATION OF 3ANDEEPANY -ANY FAMILIES WHO ARE TAKING PART
IN THE VARIOUS CLASSES THAT WE OFFER TO ADULTS AND CHILDREN HAVE ENROLLED THEMSELVES AS
3PONSORS 4HEY ENJOY MANY BENEFITS AND BECOME AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE SPIRITUAL FAMILY AT
3ANDEEPANY 3PONSORSHIP IS AN ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION OF  PER FAMILY 4HE DONATION IS TAX
DEDUCTIBLE AND CAN ALSO BE PAID BI ANNUALLY QUARTERLY OR MONTHLY
7 >ÌÊ Ê"ÕÀÊ-«ÃÀÃÊ,iViÛi¶
s 4HEY ENJOY ALL THE CLASSES OFFERED AT 3ANDEEPANY 3CHOOLS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
s 4HEY WILL RECEIVE THE JOURNAL -!.!.!-ÊAND THE BI MONTHLY .EWSLETTERSÊ
#HINMAYA 4EJ ANDÊ#-7 .EWSLETTER
s 3PONSORS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 7EEKEND 2ETREATS HELD PERIODICALLY AT 3ANDEEPANY
s 7EEKEND RETREATS
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#HINMAYA &AMILY WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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